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For three weeks now, things have ; fto Hong Kong was 
been pretty quiet along the border be-f , than ft WiS 
tween Hong Kong and Red China. The ; She 

tide of refugees, which reached the dence in their tmmticy, tto confidence to 
greatest proportion since the Japanese the ability of their government, 
invasion of 1841, has apparently been the drlsis. Young, people. fe*^3epo0i» 
stemmed. But question! remain. Why tion to strange places wbdre they ; wofcWjE 
4id so many choose to cross last May? i have to do work they ^ 

Arid why v, r ere they peSnitted to cross? One youth wild made it to lfohg KOr^ n 
What is the extent of the replied fam- said he had had no fears -about belief 
Ine inside Red China? Answers to these caught If he frere caught, M.^JhfcJI 
questions must be somewhat fuzzy, ow- worst that could happen Would be assort® 
ing partly to a lack of communication mentto acomnmne. iAiidtt^ di^t t^#j 
between American observers and to escape, he'd be assigned to a; feqm* 5 . 
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Ine inside Red China? Answers to these caught If he frere caught, fte e^^ the m 
questions must be somewhat fuzzy, ow- worst that could happen Would be 
ing partly to a lack of communication mentto acomnmne. Andtt^ di^t|^#j 
between American observers and to escape, he'd be assigned to a; feqm* 5 . 
sources inside China. Save for whatever mune anyhow. ' >. • ^VV. ! \ Vi ..’4E #> 

intelligence we get out of China through . Mn Hughes thinks the fears of the | •;'? 
organizations like the CIA, we are lira- taketi,’ Evert’ 'with idi# • ? ‘ 

lied to the reports of foreigners whose ;t' 

governments do maintain relations .With £ 0 make ^ y^hf d^dght hl# f ; -; , 

tlie mainland government. parched the Kwartgtung area. Now dls* jf ' 

One such foreigner is Richard astrous floods are ravishing U, There is £ 
Hughes, Far East correspondent for the * shortage of seed. > 'Get nee quick j 
-Sunday Times of London. He has writ* 'methods have ^ruirted ^the laud. Farm? are | 
ten about '‘The Ritter Rice of Red n °t permitted to lie fallow. Land ^ 
China" in the New York Times Maga- sowed too closely, plowed too deeply,ir*f ; 
zinc. The Hong Kong refugee, he asserts, rigated too intensely. This spells trouble , 
Is not about to die. He is not suffering, for the future. 

in that sense, from a real famine. The a human tragedy is being played out 
majority was neither starving nor seri- , i n China. But Mr. Hughes doesn't think f. 
onsiy undernourished. Many, however, j t j s 0 f much political significance. The T . 
did show signs of vitamin deficiency, refugees who came to Hong Kong were jpp 
Some showed eye and skin ailments that / “anti-government” but not particularly 
could be traced to improper diet. anti-Communist. They came seekingf^,.- : 

There are, however, unconfirmed re- *** and securl V «f» .«« ** - 

, . ,u , „„„ ,<u , to escape communism, he says. AndJ ; . 

poifc, and they ' none «V mcd much concerned about U: 

/fjlUfinrTwooil'rf driiieth' i to '! Chlang Kai-chek. Not a tingle refugee, § ’ % 

in. to make the long walk. Some, the , *• “>*' Mked l0 be t0 *>"»“*• M> 

refugees said, dropped out of the lina ;; So it’s a dismal stqiy, jdismal, -fwife ,;.. £ 

and died along the way. those who are hungry' now, dismal' totffc I 

? ^ those who wm be hungryJMy^-w 1 ^ 

-%»*»». «Iw wy. that atrlct food I w ^ © 

rationing iMlde China ha, staved of com Shay mtyba Ires, Eelf^tffl-|:: v 


rationing inside China has staved 
real famine, . ■ \ l l 


He thinks the reason iot 
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to go to-Wtf* r . !tt , 7r .^« 
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